
Class 2 – Cycle B Autumn Term Science Knowledge Organiser 

 Learning objectives Key learning Vocabulary 
Animals 

including 

Humans Year 1 

coverage

•Identify and name a variety of common 

animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals.  

• Identify and name a variety of common 

animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores.  

• Describe and compare the structure of a 

variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets).  

• Identify, name, draw and label the basic 

parts of the human body and say which part 

of the body is associated with each sense. 

Animals vary in many ways having different structures e.g. wings, tails, ears etc. They also 

have different skin coverings e.g. scales, feathers, hair. These key features can be used to 

identify them. Animals eat certain things - some eat other animals, some eat plants, some 

eat both plants and animals. Humans have key parts in common, but these vary from person 

to person. Humans (and other animals) find out about the world using their senses. Humans 

have five senses – sight, touch, taste, hearing and smelling. These senses are linked to 

particular parts of the body 

•Head, body, eyes, ears, mouth, 

teeth, leg, tail, wing, claw, fin, 

scales, feathers, fur, beak, paws, 

hooves  

• Names of animals experienced 

first-hand from each vertebrate 

group  

• Parts of the body including those 

linked to PSHE teaching (see joint 

document produced by the ASE and 

PSHE Association)  

• Senses – touch, see, smell, taste, 

hear, fingers (skin), eyes, nose, ear 

and tongue 

Animals 

including 

Humans Year 2 

coverage 

 

•Notice that animals, including humans, have 

offspring which grow into adults.  

•Find out about and describe the basic needs 

of animals, including humans, for survival 

(water, food and air).  

•Describe the importance for humans of 

exercise, eating the right amounts of 

different types of food, and hygiene. 

Animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. In humans and some 

animals, these offspring will be young, such as babies or kittens, that grow into adults. In 

other animals, such as chickens or insects, there may be eggs laid that hatch to young or 

other stages which then grow to adults. The young of some animals do not look like their 

parents e.g. tadpoles. All animals, including humans, have the basic needs of feeding, 

drinking and breathing that must be satisfied in order to survive. To grow into healthy 

adults, they also need the right amounts and types of food and exercise. Good hygiene is 

also important in preventing infections and illnesses. 

Offspring, reproduction, growth, 

child, young/old stages (examples - 

chick/hen, baby/child/adult, 

caterpillar/butterfly), exercise, 

heartbeat, breathing, hygiene, 

germs, disease, food types 

(examples – meat, fish, vegetables, 

bread, rice, pasta) 

Living things 

and their 

habitat 

 

•Explore and compare the differences 

between things that are living, dead, and 

things that have never been alive  

• Identify that most living things live in 

habitats to which they are suited and 

describe how different habitats provide for 

the basic needs of different kinds of 

animals and plants, and how they depend on 

each other  

• Identify and name a variety of plants and 

animals in their habitats, including micro-

habitats  

• Describe how animals obtain their food 

from plants and other animals, using the idea 

of a simple food chain, and identify and 

name different sources of food

All objects are either living, dead or have never been alive. Living things are plants 

(including seeds) and animals. Dead things include dead animals and plants and parts of 

plants and animals that are no longer attached e.g. leaves and twigs, shells, fur, hair and 

feathers (This is a simplification, but appropriate for Year 2 children.) An object made of 

wood is classed as dead. Objects made of rock, metal and plastic have never been alive 

(again ignoring that plastics are made of fossil fuels). Animals and plants live in a habitat to 

which they are suited, which means that animals have suitable features that help them 

move and find food and plants have suitable features that help them to grow well. The 

habitat provides the basic needs of the animals and plants – shelter, food and water. 

Within a habitat there are different micro-habitats e.g. in a woodland – in the leaf litter, 

on the bark of trees, on the leaves. These micro-habitats have different conditions e.g. 

light or dark, damp or dry. These conditions affect which plants and animals live there. The 

plants and animals in a habitat depend on each other for food and shelter etc. The way that 

animals obtain their food from plants and other animals can be shown in a food chain. 

Living, dead, never been alive, 

suited, suitable, basic needs, food, 

food chain, shelter, move, feed  

Names of local habitats e.g. pond, 

woodland etc.  

Names of micro-habitats e.g. under 

logs, in bushes etc.




