
Key Vocabulary: 

Prehistoric, chronology, ab-
acus,  

 

 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

 

What can evidence suggest about how 
prehistoric people counted?  

 

Negative numbers were 
first used in China.  

How did ancient 
civilisations use 

numbers?  

 

What symbols dd 
they use?  

What contribution did 
the Ancient Greeks 

How did the abacus help with early 
counting?  

How has it changed over time?  

Zero—where did it come 
from? How did it come 

about?  
Why were  we still using Roman Numerals 

until  the 12th century?  

Numbers as codes—why 
are they used?  

Mary Queen of Scots Cipher 
code. 

Alan Turing—Enigma Code 

What was the biggest influ-
ence of numbers in the 20th 

century? 

Sumerian/  
Babylonian numerals:   


