
Substantive Knowledge:  

To understand the concepts of continuity and change over time, representing them, along 
with evidence, on a timeline.   

To sequence local, national and international events as well as historical periods.   

To use dates (BC and AD) and terms accurately in describing events  

King Alfred – known as Alfred the Great – defended England from the Vikings.  

King Alfred introduced social and political reforms.  

To know about the invasion of the Anglo-Saxons.   

To know that the Vikings conflicted with the Anglo Saxons between 793AD to 1066AD 
for control over Britain. They travelled from Scandinavia and landed in Lindisfarne.   

To know that the Anglo-Saxons came looking for farmland and the Vikings were also 
searching for farmland and treasures to make them rich.  

To know laws and justice during the Anglo-Saxon era.  

To know laws and justice during the Anglo-Saxon era.  

Key Vocabulary: 

century, decade, invasion, BC/ AD, primary source, secondary 
source, decade, propaganda, impact invasion culture beliefs set-
tlements, political religious social timescale timeline Pagan, king-
dom, invaders, Christian, dark ages Monastery monk Normans 

Who were the Anglo
-Saxons and where 

did they come from?  

 

The different king-
doms Britain was split 
up into and how they 

were ruled.  

Many of the place 
names we have today 

come from Anglo-
Saxon words  where 
they settled. Do you 

know what these 
parts of words 

mean?  

What can we tell about the 
Anglo-Saxons from the imag-

es we have of them? What 
type of people were they?  

Alfred the Great: - why was 
he considered a ‘great’ king? 

• What does evidence 
about Alfred the 

Great tell us about 
him? 

• How effective were 
his methods?  

• How did things change 
during his lifetime?  

How much from Anglo-Saxon 
times do we use today?  Archi-
tecture, language and the legal 

system. 

Who was influential in converting 
Britain to Christianity at the time?  

What might be different if the Anglo-Saxons hadn't come to 
Britain? How would our lives be different now?  

Do you think it would have been better if they hadn't come?  

Saint Bede (672/3 – 26 May 
735) 

 An English monk who was 
important in the early Chris-

tian religion in Britain.  

What can Anglo-Saxon arte-
facts teach us about the cul-
ture  at the time?  

What can we learn  from the 
architecture including churches 
built at the time? 

Who were the An-
glo-Saxons? What 
do we know about 
how they lived?  

Beowolf 

Sutton Hoo: 

How reliable is the evi-
dence we have of the An-

glo-Saxons?  

What can be deduced 
from the artefacts we 

have found about Anglo-
Saxon daily life?  

What was life 
like for Anglo

-Saxons?  

 

What were 
the villages 

like?  

What jobs did 
the Anglo-Saxon 

people do?  
What religious be-
liefs did the Anglo-

Saxons have?  

What Gods did they 
believe in?  


