
Substantive Knowledge: 
 
Know that some people were traded as slaves.   
 
Learn the effect of trade on Benin people   
 
Know the impact of the slave trade on the people of Be-
nin.     
 
Disciplinary Knowledge:  
 
Use sources of evidence to build up a picture of the 
past. Use a range of evidence to understand how Benin was 
built. 
 
Distinguish between different sources of evidence. Select 
what is most significant in a historic event.  Should the Be-
nin bronzes have been taken?  
 
Understand the cause and effect of the massacre and 
siege of Benin  
 
Make valid statements about the similarities and differ-
ences between the past and now.  

Key Vocabulary: 
 
Living memory, evidence, ancient, 
BC/AD, archaeology, artefact,    

Where is Benin?  

What is the history of Africa? (ancestors, trade, slavery) 

If objects could speak, what story would they tell?  

Benin’s bronzes Should the bronzes be returned? 

Why was Benin worth visiting 
during Tudor and Stuart times?  

Why did sailors go to Benin?  

Why did Olfert Dapper visit Benin in 
1668?  

What can we learn from him about 
Benin?  

How similar was Benin to Britain at the time? 

How well were African people treated in Britain? 

Oba Eweka II reigned 
from 1200 AD—1235 

AD.  

How important was his 
story?  

Mappa Mundi—what did they think 
the world was like?  

Where might Africa be?  

How likely is it he knew about Be-
nin?  

Benin Kingdom 


