
Key Vocabulary: 

Century, decade, source, civilisations. monarchy   

 

Substantive Knowledge 

Know that the development of the number system we use today was 
influenced by many cultures and that these number systems changed 
over time.   

Understand how numbers could be used in trading and counting 
goods.    

Know how secret codes were used during times of war.    

Disciplinary Knowledge: 

Explain the cause and effects of different events. Explain how num-
bers have changed over time  

Address and devise historically valid questions about change.  How 
has counting changed?   

What can evidence suggest 
about how prehistoric peo-

ple counted?  

Negative numbers were 
first used in China.  

How did ancient 
civilisations use 

numbers?  

 

What symbols dd 
they use?  

What contribution 
did the Ancient 
Greeks make?  

How did the abacus help with early 
counting?  

How has it changed over time?  

Zero—where did it come 
from? How did it come 

about?  

Why were  we still using Roman Numer-
als until  the 12th century?  

Numbers as codes—why 
are they used?  

Mary Queen of Scots Cipher 
code. 

Alan Turing—Enigma Code 

What was the biggest influ-
ence of numbers in the 20th 

century? 

Sumerian/  
Babylonian numerals:   


