
Nursery – An Independent problem solver 
First milestone 

 
Be confident around other children without an adult. 
Be confident to explore the learning environment. 
Express a range of emotions. 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

Happy, sad, upset 

Second milestone  Select and use resources with increasing independence. 
To begin to understand boundaries and follow class rules. 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

 

Third milestone 
 
 
  

They can embrace new experiences and activities with confidence 
including their own self-care, such as washing their hands and using 
the toilet. 
To express their own thoughts and ideas with increasing confidence. 
To explore and discuss healthy food choices. 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

Ideas  

Final milestone 
 
 

They are able to make their own decisions, come up with their own ideas 
and try to involve other’s ideas too. 
To understand boundaries and follow class rules and know why they are 
important. 
To begin to find solutions to quarrels and rivalries 
To manage their own personal needs, such as using the toilet and 
washing their hands, with limited support.  To make links between ideas 
and to persevere when things get tricky. 

Sophisticated 
Vocabulary  

Boundaries, rules 

 


