
Nursery – Happy chatter 
First milestone 

 
Listens to and understands simple instructions and questions 
including, who, what and where.   
Starting to use speech more frequently to communicate. 
 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

Who what where 

Second milestone  Understands more complex instructions and sings a selection of 
songs and rhymes. 
Using an increasingly broad vocabulary. 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

Songs Rhymes 

Third milestone 
 
 
  

Uses speech confidently to communicate to others in simple sentences.  
Uses talk to organise pretend play. 
They are able to listen to and retell parts of simple stories. 

Sophisticated 
vocabulary 

 

Final milestone 
 
 

To happily talk in longer sentences in both focussed and play sessions, 
showing an increasing vocabulary. 
To chat freely about their own thoughts and be able to understand and 
use why questions appropriately. 
To use everyday language related to time through our daily routines and 
calendar.  

Sophisticated 
Vocabulary  

Why 

 


